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NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Dy  CuiiMul  Jniiici«  S.  Beiie«lict,  St.  Jolin'.s,  .Tune  10. 

From  a  c(jniinercial  standpoint,  no  British  colony  was  affected  less 
as  a  result  of  the  war  than  Newfoundland.  Tlie  principal  foreign 
countries  to  which  its  products  are  marketed  remained  open  (ex- 
cepting Germany),  and  the  higher  prices  realized  for  its  fish  prod- 
ucts, such  as  cod,  herring,  cod  and  seal  oil,  greatly  offset  the  ad- 
vanced costs  of  transportation. 

Transportation  facilities  were  fairly  good  prior  to  the  year  1915, 
but  tonnage  requirements  have  proved  inadequate  since  then  due 
to  the  war.  To  somewhat  offset  the  shortage  of  vessels,  thereby 
relieving  the  congestion  of  freight  at  the  home  ports  and  ports  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  old  wooden  steamships  of  the  sealing 
fleet  were  used  in  addition  to  several  large  sailing  vessels  of  the 
better  class  purchased  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
Return  of  Normal  Conditions — Building  Operations. 

The  curtailment  in  imports,  manufacturing,  building,  mining,  and 
lumbering  operations  noticeable  during  the  last  half  of  1914:  and  the 
first  three  months  of  1915  was  not  so  much  in  evidence  during  the 
last  half  of  1915,  and  at  its  close  commercial  conditions  were  ap- 
parently normal,  with  advanced  wages  paid  to  the  mechanics  and 
laboring  class  generall}',  which  naturally  offset  the  increase  in  their 
living  expenses  due  to  advanced  prices  of  coal,  flour,  sugar,  cloth- 
ing, etc. 

Several  fine  buildings  were  constructed  in  Si.  .lohii's  during  the 
year,  one  of  which  was  the  local  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Xova  Scotia, 
costing  $150,000.  Another  was  for  the  Commercial  Cable  Co.'s  use. 
costing  $75,000.  Aside  from  these,  several  fish-curing  establish- 
ments and  conuuercial  houses  were  constructed  at  various  places  on 
the  island,  also  several  line  residences. 
Revenue  and  Expenditures. 

The  Government  revenue  on  current  account  foi-  the  fi.-cal  veai* 
ended  June  :50,  1915,  was  $3,252,039  and  the  expenditures,  $4,000.- 
8G'2,  showing  an  excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  of  $7484^23,  as 
compared  with  a  revenue  of  $3,(>18,32S.  expenditures  of  $3,920,178, 
and  an  excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  of  $301,850  for  1913-14. 
This  shows  a  decrea.sc  in  revenue  of  $3r».j.G89  and  an  increase  in  ex- 
penditures of  $S0,G84,  as  compared  with  the  i)revi(jus  year. 

The  principal  causes  for  the  diminished  revenue  are:  A  decrease 
of  $338,745  in  customs  receipts,  attributable  mainly  to  royalties  from 
the  output  of  iron  ore  for  exportation,  and  the  curtailment  of  im- 
portations by  merchants,  due  to  unsettled  conditioji.c;  in  the  forciLni 
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markets;  a  shortage  of  vessels;  higlier  freight  and  exchange  rates 
and  a  desire  to  dispose  of  stocks  on  hand;  a  decrease  of  $51,850 
from  Crown  hinds,  due  to  less  land  being  taken  up  for  mining  and 
lumbering  operations;  and  decreases  in  fines  and  forfeitures,  liijuor 
licenses,  receipts  from  the  broom  department  of  the  penitentiary, 
fees  from  public  institutions,  and  the  proHt  arising  on  issue  of  silver 
antl  brcn/.e  coin,  whicii,  previous  to  11)14,  amounted  annually  from 
$;iO,0()0  to  $100,000.  The  only  matei'ial  inci-eases  in  revenue  were 
those  of  the  Government  postal  and  telegraph  service,  amounting 
to  $13,371),  and  estate  duties  totaling  $i),483. 

The  causes  of  the  increased  expenditures  were  due  mainly  to  an 
increase  of  $58,000  in  interest  on  the  public  debt,  sinking  fund,  etc.; 
$9,494  in  civil  government;  $7,872  in  administration  of  justice,  part 
of  which  was  applied  in  connection  with  the  internment  of  prisoners 
of  war,  etc.;  $3,8-24  in  additional  legislation  on  account  of  the  war; 
$10,497  in  public  charities,  necessitated  by  urgent  appeals  from 
vari(>us  sources;  $22,998  in  connection  with  marine  and  fisheries,  in- 
cluding erection  and  repairs  to  lighthouses  and  signal  stations;  and 
$22,071  in  contingencies  and  emergency'  outlays  due  to  the  European 
war. 

Bank  Deposits — Debentures  and  Life  Insurance — Public  Debt. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Government  Savings  Bank  shows  de- 
posits on  its  books  aggregating  $2,411,940  at  the  close  of  1915,  a 
decrease  of  $71,780,  as  ccmpared  with  1914.  The  deposits  at  interest 
in  the  branches  of  the  four  Canadian  banks  doing  business  in  the 
colony  were  $9,900,154,  an  increase  of  $984,210,  while  the  tot.il  de- 
posits were  $12,318,100,  an  increase  of  $912,424.  It  is  said  that  at 
least  $2,000,000  of  the  people's  savings  are  not  on  deposit  in  the 
banks,  due  to  a  certain  amount  of  fear  originating  from  the  bank 
crash  of  1893,  when  a  large  portion  of  the  deposits  of  the  people  was 
lost  to  them. 

The  value  of  Government  debentures  held  in  the  colony  December 
31,  1915,  was  $3,804,210 ;  practically  no  change  in  amount  from  that 
at  the  close  of  1914. 

On  December  31,  1914,  there  were  5,007  life  insurance  policies, 
aggregating  $7,745,559  in  value,  while  on  the  corresponding  date 
in  1915  the  policies  numbered  5,482,  aggregating  $8,325,329  in  value, 
an  increase  of  415  policies,  valued  at  $579,770.  The  reserve  of  re- 
insurance value  was  $1,738,218. 

The  net  public  debt  of  Newfoundland  at  the  end  of  June.  1915, 
amounted  to  $30,214,332.  This  includes  $1,033,805  of  the  war  loan 
rcijuired  on  account  of  the  colony's  military  activity,  $900,000  special 
loans  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  $400,000  on  account  of  enactments 
authorized  in  previous  sessions  of  the  legislature,  and  $500,000  to 
cover  the  deficit  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914. 
Postal  and  Telegraph  Service. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  for  the  year 
ended  June  30,  1915,  the  revenue  of  the  postal  and  Government  tele- 
graph departments  for  the  year  was  $228,504,  as  compared  with 
$215,124  for  the  previous  year.  The  postal  revenue  amounted  to 
$133,149,  as  against  $110,437  the  i^receding  year,  and  the  telegraph 
revenue  to  $95,355,  as  against  $98,088  the  year  before.  The  postal 
expenditures,  including  steamship  subsidies,  amounted  to  $493,701, 
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By  the  foregoing  it  will  be  observed  that  whereas  the  postal 
revenue  was  increased  by  $10,711,  the  expenditure  decreased  by  $lo,- 
333.  It  is  estimated  that  the  increased  postal  revenue  was  due  to  the 
demand  for  postage  stamps  created  by  the  stamp-tax  act  that  went 
into  force  soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war.  The  de- 
crease of  $3,332  in  telegraph  revenue  for  the  year  is  accounted  for  by 
the  loss,  due  to  war  conditions,  of  wireless  messages  from  Cape  Kace, 
at  the  extreme  southeast  coast  of  the  island,  at  which  station  mes- 
sages are  received  from  and  transmitted  to  vessels.  The  telegraph 
expenditure  shows  a  decrease  of  $82,292,  there  being  but  $11,549  ex- 
]KMided  on  construction  work,  as  compared  with  $90,271  the  previous 
year. 
Money  Orders,  Registered  Letters,  and  Parcels  Post. 

During  the  fiscal  ycixv  ended  June  30,  1915,  there  Avere  70,900 
money  orders  issued,  representing  $871,344,  while  04,907  orders 
amounting  to  $921,295  were  paid,  a  decrease  in  the  total  business 
of  $09,700,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  commission 
realized  by  the  Government  on  the  orders  was  $0,794,  of  which  $149 
was  due  the  Imperial  Government.  The  falling  otf  in  the  3'ear's 
receipts  was  mainly  due  to  the  high  rate  of  exchange  during  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year  which  necessitated  advanced  rates  for  orders 
issued  on  Great  Britain  until  the  exchange  had  resumed  normal  con- 
ditions. 

The  returns  from  the  registration  branch  of  the  post  office  show  a 
slight  decrease  in  the  volume  of  business  transacted  (175,072  letters 
and  packages,  as  compared  with  178,004  in  1913-14),  which  was  due 
to  the  general  depression  in  business  during  the  first  half  of  the  year, 
caused  by  the  war. 

For  the  year  under  review,  the  number  of  parcels  handled  by  the 
St.  John's  post  office  amounted  to  131,407,  an  increase  of  4,287  over 
the  previous  year.  In  addition  to  these,  large  numbers  of  parcels  to 
and  from  foreign  countries  were  conveyed  by  train  and  steamer  be- 
tween places  outside  of  St.  John's,  of  which  no  record  is  available. 
During  the  year,  2,205  parcels  were  received  from  the  United  King- 
dom, or  25  per  cent  less  than  the  preceding  year,  with  a  consequent 
loss  of  duty  amounting  to  $5,093.  Against  this  there  was  for  the 
same  period  an  increase  of  2,378  parcels  dispatched  to  the  same 
country,  the  increase  being  mainly  due  to  parcels  sent  to  the  New- 
foundland soldiers.  The  decrease  in  parcels  received  from  Canada 
and  the  United  States  was  098.  The  total  decrease  of  customs  duty 
on  parcels  from  all  countries  as  compared  with  the  year  1913-14  was 
$8,850.  The  number  of  parcels  received  from  abroad  for  the  year 
was  25,139,  and  the  number  dispatched  8,973;  the  total,  including 
local  parcels  handled  in  St.  John's  office,  was  105,579,  and  the  total 
duty  collected,  $33,343. 

Parcels  Post  with  the  United  States. 

In  connection  with  the  parcel-post  system  there  are  some  features 
that  should  be  noted,  viz,  for  12  cents  per  pound  and  a  like  charge 
for  each  additional  pound  or  fraction  thereof,  parcels  are  received 
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from  and  sent  to  the  ITuited  Stsitos  and  Canada.  AH  parcels  from 
foreign  countries  are  examined,  and  duty,  if  an}',  levied  by  the  cus- 
toms and  not  by  the  post  office.  The  duty,  however,  is  collected  by 
the  postmaster  V)f  the  place  to  which  the  parcel  is  addressed.  All 
matter  sent  by  parcels  post  from  any  part  of  the  United  States 
for  Newfoundland  must,  under  a  convention  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, go  to  New  York  to  be  dispatched  from  there  by  water  direct. 
This',  Tn  nianv  cases,  causes  delay,  as  parcels  may  of  necessity  be 
held  up  in  New  York  10  or  12  days  between  sailings  of  the  Red  Cross 
boats.  For  this  reason  there  are  more  or  less  complaints  from  the 
Newfoundland  merchants  and  others  who  are  desirous  of  obtaining 
goods  for  immediate  purposes.  Apparently  Canadian  parcels  have 
a  much  speedier  dispatch,  by  which  the  Canadian  manufacturer  or 
importer  is  benefited,  especially  so  where  the  goods  compare  favor- 
ablv  with  similar  United  States  goods. 

Small  parcels  are  permitted  to  be  forwarded  by  letter  mail  to 
and  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  by  paying  the  full  letter 
rate  of  postage,  and  therefore  receive  the  same  attention  as  other 
first-class  matter.  This  arrangement  is  convenient  to  persons  for- 
warding jewelry  and  valuable  articles  of  small  bulk  from  one  coun- 
try to  the  other,  and  such  parcels  can  be  registered  if  desired. 
Printed  Matter— Parcels  to  Japan— Issue  of  Stamps,  Etc. 

The  rate  on  newspapers,  periodicals,  catalogues,  printed  trade  lit- 
erature, etc.,  published  in  the  United  States  and  mailed  to  Newfound- 
land, is  1  cent  for  each  2  ounces,  or  double  the  rate  of  those  mailed 
from  the  United  States  to  Canada,  or  vice  versa.  This  rate  should 
be  carefully  noted  by  firms  and  individuals  in  the  United  States,  for, 
in  many  cases,  when  printed  trade  matter  reaches  the  addressee  short 
of  proper  postage  he  refuses  to  pay  the  penal  postage — double  the 
amount  of  posta'ge  short — which  sometimes  results  in  the  American 
firm  losing  a  large  order  for  merchandise. 

By  a  recent  agreement  with  Japan  and  Canada,  the  rate  of  postage 
on  parcels  from  Newfoundland  to  Japan  via  Canada  was  reduced 
from  37  cents  per  pound  to  24  cents  per  pound,  and  the  limit  of 
weight  for  a  single  parcel  was  increased  from  7  pounds  to  11  pounds. 
The  issue  of  stamps,  post  cards,  stamped  envelopes,  and  paper  last 
year  totaled  $125,200,  an  increase  of  $10,702  over  the  previous  year, 
'due  mainly  to  the  new  stamp  act  making  it  necessary  to  affix  stamps 
to  bills,  receipts,  shipping  papers,  checks,  promissory  notes,  charter 
parties,  etc.,  and  a  larger  demand  for  postal  purposes. 
Agricultural  Development. 

From  a  perusal  of  the  crop,  poultry,  and  live-stock  returns,  it  is 
ai^parent  that  there  was  increased  activity  along  these  lines  during 
191.5.  .  In  most  cases  crops  were  good  and  above  the  average,  espe- 
cially in  certain  districts,  where  better  results  Avere  obtained  than  in 
previous  years. 

Farming  is  not  indulged  in  to  the  extent  of  that  manifested  on  the 
mainland  of  North  America,  although  weather  conditions  and  the 
soil  in  many  localities  are  favorable  for  the  profitable  growing  of 
Rucli  ci-ops  as  alfalfa,  hay,  oats,  barley,  cabbage,  potatoes,  and  other 
vegetables.  Strawberries,  raspberries,  gooseberries,  and  currants  are 
also  cultivated. 

Exfollent  alluvial  land  is  found  in  the  valleys  formed  by  the  large 
rivers  in  the  interior,  but  this  is  somewhat  inaccessible  on  account  of 
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the  lark  of  hi<>h\vay.s  and  railway  facilities.  Tiic  settlements  are 
priiK'ii)ally  alonf>;  the  coasts,  and  it  is  observed  that  much  interest 
and  caie  are  manifested  in  the  raisinf>-  of  «:arden  produce,  although 
each  home  has  a  small  plot  of  ground.  Potatoes,  cabliap^e,  sti-.nv- 
beri'ies,  etc.,  are  grown,  which  in  quality  are  in  many  instances  equal 
to  those  grown  in  the  northern  part  of  the  United  States.  I'he 
returns  from  these  gardens  are  often  sufficient  to  supply  the  year's 
requirements  of  the  family,  with  a  surplus  that  can  be  disposed  of  at 
profitaI)le  prices. 

The  country  is  ])articularly  adapted  to  sheep  and  cattle  raising, 
especially  on  the  plateaus  of  the  west  coast,  where  this  industry 
could  be  profitably  carried  on;  but  as  the  princijial  occupations  of 
the  people  have  been  in  connection  with  the  fisheries,  forests,  and 
mines,  very  little  attention  has  been  given  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Marked  improvement  was  observable  in  sheep  raising,  which,  by  a 
continued  judicious  management,  should  in  a  few  years  have  the 
effect  of  producing  sheep  in  Newfoundland  that  would  compare 
favorably  with  those  raised  in  Canada.  The  clip  last  year  was  valued 
at  $93.3t3,  as  compared  with  $70,000  (estimated)   in  1914. 

Considering  the  small  sum  of  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  Agri- 
cultural  Board,  much  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year,   in 
conjunction  with  the  agricultural  societies,  toward  improved  farm- 
ing methods  and  increasing  the  acreage  under  cultivation. 
Potatoes,  Turnips,  Berries,  Etc. — Poultry  and  Eggs. 

Encouraging  progress  has  been  made  in  the  cultivation  of  potatoes 
during  recent  3'ears.  The  yield  and  quality  have  so  greatly  improved 
that  local  grown  potatoes  are  in  demand  for  local  winter  consump- 
tion, and  they  arc  grown  to  qiute  an  extent  for  marketing.  The 
crop  for  1915  was  above  the  average.  There  was  a  freedom  from 
blight,  and  the  canker  or  wart  disease,  introduced  some  years  ago 
through  imports  of  potatoes  from  Europe,  has  apparently  been 
nearly  stamped  out,  as  but  two  cases  were  reported  to  the  board  of 
its  appearance. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  acreage  devoted  to  turnips,  and 
the  yield  averaged  that  of  1914.  The  number  and  quality  of  cab- 
bages grown  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  hay  crop  was 
below  the  average,  due  to  weather  conditions,  which  conditions  also 
had  a  deteriorating  effect  on  strawberries,  raspberries,  blueberries, 
and  ]-)artridge  berries,  resulting  in  only  about  half  the  quantity  of 
1914  being  produced. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  giving  quantity  and 
value  (when  possible)  of  the  local  produce  for  1914  (estimated)  and 
1915: 


Crops. 

1914 

1913 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

raM>a!;o 

700,000 

J2!0,000 

20,000 

000,000 

5.000 

20,000 

02.1,000 

112,000 

18,000 

11,003,000 

f -100, 00) 

Fruits,  etc 

tK^OOl 

Hav 

45,000 

P,000 

1,200 

500.003 

90,000 

76,606 
5,000 
1,000 

r«o,ooo 

110,000 

1,500,001 

Oats 

•l,'0) 

Oatliav 

19,00) 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Other  root  crops 

barrels.. 

''°-- 

975,003 
165,003 

<>  20,  oai 

■     _ 

Total 

1,980,000 

3,099,50) 

1" 

o  Estimated. 


t>  Incomplete  return'?. 
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The  report  of  the  poultry  associations  for  1015  shows  excellent 
l)rogiess  toward  modern  methods  in  raising  poultry  and  increasing 
the  egg  production.  Complete  data  of  fowl  and  egg  production  are 
not  a\ailable;  but  the  egg  sales  for  li)15  accounted  for  amounted  to 
2r)l),457  dozen  valued  at  ^04,804, 

Milk  Supply — Production  of  Beef,  Mutton,  and  Pork. 

In  1915  the  Public  Health  Department  issued  licenses  to  933 
owners  of  milch  cows,  totaling  1,9U0,  for  supplying  milk  and  cream 
to  dealers  and  customers  in  iSt.  John's.  The  estimated  daily  supply 
of  milk  was  2,400  gallons,  which  at  the  .selling  price  of  40  cents  per 
gallon  wholesale  brought  the  value  of  the  city's  daily  milk  supply 
tor  1915  to  $950,  or  8'<  0,000  gallons,  valued  at  *$34G,750  for  the  year. 
Cream  was  retailed  at  $1  per  quart  the  year  around.  Aside  from 
the  1,900  cows  that  supplied  the  city  of  St.  .John's  with  milk,  16,300 
cows  throughout  the  island  gave  an  aggregate  daily  supply  of  12,225 
gallons,  and  about  one-half  of  this,  valued  at  $1,528,  was  consumed 
daily  as  milk.  This  is  equivalent  to  2,231,245  gallons,  valued  at 
$557,720,  for  the  year.  The  remaining  yield  of  the  10,300  cows  was 
mainly  converted  into  butter,  estimated  at  730,000  pounds,  valued  at 
$233,000.  The  foregoing  figures,  together  with  those  for  St.  John's, 
give  a  total  of  18,200  cows  yielding  5,338,125  gallons  of  milk  con- 
sumed or  converted  into  butter,  at  a  total  valuation  of  $1,138,070 
for  1915. 

The  total  local  production  of  beef,  mutton,  and  pork  for  1915 
was  4,125,818  pounds,  valued  at  $543,710,  an  increase  in  quantity  of 
645,344  pounds  and  in  value  of  $89,954,  as  compared  with  1914.  The 
value  of  imported  live  stock  and  dressed  meats  in  1915  was  $155,701, 
as  against  $232,216  in  1914. 

The  Newfoundland  Fisheries— The  Codfish  Catch. 

Official  statistics  are  not  yet  available  for  an  authentic  compara- 
tive statement  of  the  result  of  the  fishery  industry  for  the  vear  1915, 
and  it  is  not  compulsory  as  with  some  countries  for  fishermen  and 
masters  of  vessels  to  report  or  enter  their  catch,  consequently  the 
following  is  formulated  mainly  from  items  appearing  in  the  local 
newspapers  and  other  publications  at  various  times,  which  appar- 
ently are  sufficiently  correct  for  general  commercial  purposes. 

The  estimated  commercial  value  of  the  Newfoundland  fisheries  for 
1915  is  $10,500,000,  as  compared  with  an  estimate  of  $11,300,000  for 
1914,  a  decrease  of  $800,000.  This  decrease  is  partially  accounted 
for  by  the  poor  seal  fishery  and  by  the  withdrawal  of  at  least  3,000 
young  fishermen  who  have  volunteered  for  service  in  the  Army  and 
Navy. 

The  estimated  catch  of  codfish  for  1915  amounted  to  1.275,390 
quintals  of  112  pounds  each,  valued  at  $8,517,535,  as  compared  with 
1.324,007  quintals,  valued  at  $8,370,000  for  1914;  the  decrease  in  the 
catch  was  due  to  weather  conditions  and  scarcity  of  fish  in  certain 
localities,  while  the  increase  in  the  value  was  caused  by  the  advance 
in  ]u-ices  as  a  result  of  the  war. 

The  "Bank"  codfishery  for  the  year  1915  is  said  to  have  been  the 
largest  on  record.  The 'total  catch  amounted  to  170,390  quintals, 
valued  at  $1,107,535,  as  compared  with  124,067  quintals,  valued  at 
$750,000,  tlie  preceding  year.     There  were  engaged  in  this  fishery  102 
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vessels  ii<><>Te<2:ating  7,520  tons,  manned  by  1,G0G  men,  as  against  10.") 
vessels  ancl  1.891  men  in  1014,  The  shore  and  straits  cateh  is  esti- 
mated at  850.000  quintals,  valued  at  $5,950,000,  as  comj^ared  with 
900,000  quintals,  valued  at  $(),120,000,  for  1914.  The  Newfoundland- 
Labrador  catch  last  year  was  about  '255,000  quintals,  valued  at 
$1,4()0,000,  as  ao-ainst  aOO.OOO  quintals,  valued  at  $1,500,000,  the  year 
before,  a  decrease  of  45,000  quintals,  but  a  decrease  only  of  $4(),000 
in  value,  better  prices  compensating  greatly  for  the  shortage. 
Exports  of  Cod  and  Cod  Oil. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  there  were  exported  to 
foreign  countries  1,094,242  quintals  of  dried  codfish,  valued  at 
$7,332,287,  as  compared  with  1,247,314  quintals,  valued  at  $8,071,889, 
the  preceding  year.  The  following  table  shows  the  principal  coun- 
tries to  whicli  dried  cod  was  exported  during  the  two  fiscal  years 
mentioned,  giving  the  quantity,  in  quintals  of  112  pounds,  and  the 
value  taken  by  each: 


Couu  tries. 


United  States 

Canada 

lirdiil 

Briiist)  West  Indies. 
Forci.^n  West  Indies 

Oree(-e 

Italy 

rortuyal 

Spain. 

All  other  countries. . 

Total 


1913-U 


Quintals.        Value 


17,550 

,  79,713 

462,233 

67, 123 

10,115 

Oil,  602 

17c,C34 

153, u23 

200,562 

16, 753 


1,247,314 


$122,344 

17.^,  7o2 

3,217,569 

422, 201 

71,164 

3C6, 432 

l,aH2, 147 

972,334 

1,213,756 

95,190 


8,071,889 


1914-15 


Quintals.        Value 


20, 581 

45,552 
362,  MS 

09,940 
1,873 

02,508 
1-13, 2  !9 
151, 6^0 
211,329 

25,612 


1,094,242 


$119,096 

277,802 

2,812,007 

414,830 

13,652 

337,587 

891,705 

1,014,*<11 

1,2611,748 

180,919 


7,332,287 


The  foregoing  figures  mainly  cover  fish  caught  and  cured  during 
the  calendar  years  1913  and  1914. 

Of  pickled  or  green  cod  (salted  down  in  bulk)  the  exports  to  the 
United  States  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  amounted 
to  57,745  quintals,  valued  at  $197,725,  and  to  Canada,  13,857  quintals, 
valued  at  $4G,G26,  as  compared  with  103,991  quintals,  valued  at  $388.- 
7GI,  and  4,470  quintals,  valued  at  $28,013,  respectively,  in  1913-14. 

Shipments  of  crude  cod  oil  to  the  United  States  in  1914-15  totaled 
3,174  tuns  (tun=300  gallons),  valued  at  $287,587,  and  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  1,289  tuns,  valued  at  $114,312,  as  compared  with  2.809 
tuns,  valued  at  $204,525,  and  1,020  tuns,  valued  at  $95,901,  resi)ec- 
tively,  in  the  preceding  year.  Exports  of  refined  cod  oil  reached 
47,170  gallons  (valued  at  $35,837)  during  the  year  under  review, 
the  United  States  taking  14.827  gallons,  Australia  2,112  gallons. 
Canada  18,774  gallons,  and  United  Kingdom  11,357  gallons.  In 
1913-14  20,218  gallons  (valued  at  $17,010)  were  exported,  of  which 
9,825  gallons  went  to  the  United  States,  5,893  gallons  to  Australia. 
4,532  gallons  to  Canada,  and  5,803  gallons  to  tlie  United  Kingdom. 

Increased  Activity  in  Herring  Industry. 

The  increased  activity  in  the  herring  industry  during  the  year 
1915  was  brought  about  by  a  larger  demand  in  the  American  market, 
which  war,  partly  duo  to  a  decline  in  the  American  importations 
from  Scotland.     This  broucfht  to  Newfoundland  an  increased  num- 
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bor  of  Aniei-ican  buyers  as  well  as  inquiries  from  others,  a  portion 
of  wlioni  are  located  in  the  Middle  Western  States. 

(iood  prices  were  ollered  for  the  better  grade  of  cured  herring, 
and  double  the  quantity  of  fish  would  have  been  purchased  if  tliose 
of  proi)er  cure  had  been  obtainable.  Unfortunately  for  this  New- 
foundland industry  some  inferior  lots  were  sent  to  the  Chicago  and 
New  York  uiarkets  and  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  jobbers  as  being 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  This,  however,  was  a  stinudus  for 
the  local  board  of  trade  and  fish  meicliants  to  take  acti(m  to  remedy 
matters  and  assure  a  more  careful  and  uiethodical  selection,  grading, 
and  packing  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  American  market. 
With  the  assistance  of  expeits  from  Scotland  the  circulation  of 
printed  directions  to  fishermen  as  to  methods  of  putting  up  Scotch- 
cured  heri'ing  and  careful  inspection  thereof  it  is  believed  that  a 
superior-  brand,  put  up  for  future  consumption  and  exportation,  will 
residt  ther-efioin. 

Renewed  Activities  on  Northeast  and  South  Coasts. 

Herring  fishing  had  not  been  pr-osecuted  to  an  appreciable  ex- 
tent in  the  bays  of  the  northeast  coast  of  Newfoundland  for  many 
year-s  until  the  spr-ing  and  fall  of  1915,  birt  with  the  incr-eased  de- 
mand, together  with  abundance  of  herring  of  excellent  quality  (said 
to  be  the  same  as  the  Labr-ador  "king  of  herring*'  on  account  of 
its  size),  many  fisher-men  wer-c  induced  to  par-ticipate  in  this  fisher-y, 
which  r-esulted  in  the  catching,  packing,  and  expor-tation  to  the 
United  States  and  Canada  of  about  10,0()()  barr-eis  fr-om  Notr-e  Dame' 
Bay  alone.  Increased  catches  and  exportations  wei'e  also  in  evi- 
dence in  Placentia  and  Fortune  Hays  on  the  south  coast  of  the 
colony,  and' curing  and  packing  establishments  were  erected  at  these 
bays. 

The  herring  fishery  on  the  west  or  Treaty  coast  had  an  average 
catch.  Althoirgh  not  up  to  the  average  in  Bay  of  Islands,  the  in- 
creased catch  in  Bonne  Bay  made  up  the  difference,  which  enabled 
the  Amerrcan  vessels  inter-ested  to  dei)ar't  for  their  home  por"ts  with 
mainly  fidl  car-goes.  It  is  estimated  that  the  catch  of  herring  in 
Bonne  Bay  and  Bay  of  Islands  for  1915  amorrnted  to  about  85,000 
barrels.  By  the  data  available,  it  is  estimated  that  from  these  two 
bays  for  the  season  beginning  in  October,  1915,  and  closing  the 
last  of  Janrrai-y,  1916,  ther-e  wei-e  OG  clearances  of  vessels  with 
car-goes  of  herring  (some  vessels  making  two  trips)  bound  for  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  consisting  of  49,8(')5  barr-els  of  salt  bulk, 
11,910  barr-els  of  pickled,  831  barr-els  of  Scotch  cur-ed,  and  14.738 
barr-els  of  frozen  her-ring.  Of  these,  49,403  bar-r-els  of  salt  bulk, 
7,540  barrels  of  pickled,  and  11,873  barr-els  of  fr-ozcn,  or  08,882  barrels 
in  all,  went  to  the  United  States,  mainly  to  Gloucester,  Mass.  Ditr- 
ing  the  previorrs  season,  closing  Januar-y,  1915,  ther-e  were  58  clear- 
ances of  vessels  for  the  United  States  and  Canada  with  herring  car- 
goes totaling  00.522  barrels.  American  vessels  engaged  in  this  west 
coast  fishery  during  this  last  season  totaled  35,  as  against  38  the  sea- 
son before. 

Exports  of  Salt  Bulk,  Frozen  and  Pickled  Herring. 

Exports  of  herring  from  the  colony  for  the  fiscal  j^ear  ended  June 
30, 1915,  totaled  147,130  barrels,  valued  at  $551,009,  as  against  135,902 
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barrels,  valued  at  $469,540  the  preceding  year.  The  following  state- 
ment shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  exports  of  salt  bulk,  frozen 
and  pickled  herring,  and  the  chief  countries  to  which  they  were  ex- 
ported for  the  two  years: 


Kinds. 


Salt  bulk 

Injtcd  States 

Canada 

Frozen 

I'niled  States 

Canada 

Pickled 

I'niled  States 

Caniida 

Brii  ish  West  Indies 

Germany 

United  Kingdom . . , 


1913-14 


Barrels.         Value 


}63,901 

&),  HOI 
3,100 
80,113 
hh,  S9fi 
3;),  2!  7 

319, 532 
»l,3>7 

127,0-15 
S2, llA 
12, 192 
7,69-1 


Barrels.  Value 


4fi,349 

3s,()19 

s,3:5() 

13,247 
ll,(i(J3 
1,.>S4 
S7,  oJO 
26,  H7 
4'1,3(W 
2-1, 97S 


2,009 


f  96, 425 

79, 72,i 

16,7,10 

40,3(16 

3.■.,.^64 

4,742 

414, 27H 

127,770 

ls0,0O4 

99,  [)hi 


7, 4.50 


Decline  in  lobster  Fishery. 

The  colony's  lobster  catch  for  1915  is  said  to  have  been  the  smallest 
in  the  history  of  this  fishery,  due  principally  to  the  fact  that  (Ger- 
many was  formerly  the  ciiief  foreign  customer  for  this  product.  The 
dilKculty  and  uncertainty  of  the  disposal  of  the  catch,  together  with 
the  low  price  olfercd,  had  a  tendency  to  deter  the  fishermen  from 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  fishery.  Prices  obtained  the  year  before  the 
war  were  from  $21  to  $22  per  case  of  forty-eight  1-pound  cans,  which 
in  1915  fell  to  $13  per  case  with  few  buyers.  Although  1,207  licenses 
were  i.ssued  to  packers  during  1915,  but  972  of  these  were  availed  of, 
and  there  was  a  decline  to  1,704  men  and  73.245  traps,  as  comi)ared 
with  2,582  men  and  153,847  traps  in  1914.  The  catch  was  1,310,549 
lobsters,  and  the  pack  5,941  cases,  valued  at  $77,233,  as  compared 
with  a  catch  of  2,541,209  lobsters,  and  a  pack  of  11,017  cases  in  the 
preceding  year.    The  decrease  financially  amounted  to  $05,988. 

The  exports  of  lobsters  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915, 
amounted  to  0,022  cases,  valued  at  $92,228,  of  which  the  United 
Kingdom  took  4,451  cases,  and  Germany  (shipped  in  July,  1914) 
took  11  cases.  In  the  preceding  j'ear  the  total  was  10,074  cases, 
valued  at  $347,911,  of  which  4,292  cases  went  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  8,055  cases  to  Germany. 

Salmon  Fishery. 

The  returns  for  the  salmon  fisheries  for  1915  show  an  increase  of 
10,540  in  the  number  of  salmon  caught  and  of  103  cases  in  the  pack 
as  compared  with  1914.  There  were  278  men  engaged  in  the  fih^hery, 
employing  330  nets,  securing  31,995  salmon,  and  packing  1,004  cases. 
The  price  paid  by  dealers  averaged  $0.50  per  case  of  forty -eight 
1-pound  cans,  making  a  total  of  $10,918,  as  comi)are(l  with  $7,105 
for  1914.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  packing  establishments  in  the 
northern  bays,  the  salmon-canning  indu.stry  has  been  confined  to  the 
south  and  west  coasts  of  the  island,  principally  in  Fortune  Bay. 
The  Inspector  of  Fisheries  reports  ''  The  catcli  of  salmon  in  this  bay 
for  the  season  of  1915  was  50  per  cent  larger,  and  the  pack  179  cases 
more  than  in  1914,  although  there  were  but  07  men  operating  as 


10  srPPLKMEXT    TO    COMM  KIt< 'K    |{i:i'(  U;  1  S. 

ronipnrod  with  oOC)  tlio  prt^vicjiis  year.*'  He  also  states  in  liis  report 
that "  As  the  production  of  tinned  salmon  for  tlic  year  1014  was  1,514 
cases  short  of  the  pack  of  1013,  and  the  1015  pack  was  but  slightly  in 
advance  of  1014,  a  very  keen  demand  for  these  goods  exists  in  the 
local  market,  so  much  so  that  it  is  thought  by  those  interested  that 
tinned  salmon  will  have  to  be  imported  to  meet  this  demand."  To 
subL-tantiate  this  report  it  is  observed  by  this  consulate  that  Canadian 
and  American  salmon  are  now  (June  iO)  being  introduced  and  sold. 

Exports  of  Salmon— Estimated  Catch  of  Haddock,  Hake,  Halibut,  Etc. 

Salmon  exports  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1015,  amounted  to 
107,410  pounds  of  fresh  fish,  valued  at  $10,018;  4,514  tierces  (1 
tierce=3()0  pounds)  of  pickled,  valued  at  $74,010,  and  488  cases  of 
canned,  valued  at  $2,000,  giving  a  total  valuation  of  $04,504  as 
against  $125,005  the  preceding  year.  .   . 

There  are  no  reliable  statistics  obtainable  at  present  giving  the 
results  of  the  haddock,  hake,  halibut,  trout,  and  turbf;t  fisheries  for 
1015.  It  is  estimated,  however,  that  the  catch  of  haddock  came  to 
about  500,000  pounds;  hake,  70,000  pounds;  halibut,  200,000  pounds; 
trout,  300,000  pounds;  and  turbot,  275,000  pounds,  as  against  had- 
dock, 070,000  pounds;  hake,  115.000  pounds;  halibut,  210,000  pounds; 
trout,  320,000  ponnds;  and  turbot,  80,000  pounds  for  1014.  Then- 
total  value  in  1015  was  about  $03,225,  compared  with  $50,287  in  1014. 
The  total  exports  for  1014-15  of  these  fish,  cured  or  salted,  were 
1,210,420  pounds,  valued  at  $54,018,  as  against  1,320,772  pounds, 
valued  at  $50,515,  for  1013-14. 
Seal-Fishery  Returns. 

The  returns  for  1014  show  that  the  seal  fishery  prosecuted  from 
March  12  to  April  30  that  year  was  very  unsatisfactory— the  worst 
on  record.  The  continuous  easterly  winds  during  February  and 
INIarch  drove  the  seals  near  the  land  and  rafted  the  ice  outside  the 
patch  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  the  sealing 
steamers  to  reach  the  whelping  ice  until  about  the  middle  of  April : 
and  by  that  time  so  many  of  the  seals  had  taken  to  the  water  that  all 
hope  of  securing  a  paying  voyage  was  abandoned.  The  seven  steam- 
ers on  the  front  secured  but  18,843  seals,  and  the  steamers  in  the  gulf, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  were  unable  to  reach  the  patch  owing  to 

ice  conditions.  .     -,  ^^  i    x  ^  i-       -  o-n 

The  steam  sealing  fleet  of  1015  comprised  13  vessels  totaling  <,8<8 
net  tons,  with  crews  totaling  2,032  men.  They  procured  47,004  pelts 
(wei<Tliino-  1,023  net  tons)  of  the  bedlamer  harj)  and  hood  seals  that 
were  vahPed  at  $03,470.  In  1014,  20  vessels  of  12,007  tons,  with  3.050 
men,  secured  233,710  pelts  (weighing  5,340  tons)  that  were  valued 
at  $40,070.  The  skins  are  used  in  bookbinding,  making  boots,  hand- 
bags, purses,  etc.,  and  the  oil  for  toilet  soaps,  lubricating  pur- 
poses, etc. 

The  exports  of  raw  sealskins— mainly  those  secured  in  1014— tor 
Ihe  fiscal  year  1014-15  amounted  to  255,701  skins  (valued  at 
ii;37G.343),  of  which  the  United  States  took  100,045,  Canada  203,  and 
the  United  Kingdom  88,553;  as  against  254,107  skins  (valued  at 
$350,704)  for  1013-14,  of  which  the  United  States  took  107,073  skins, 
Canada  387,  the  Netherlands  0,000,  and  the  United  Kingdom  50,107. 
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Whale  Fishery  Shows  Steady  Decline. 

There  is  a  perceptible  decline  from  year  to  year  in  the  once  thrifty 
Avhaie  fij^hery  of  Newfoundland,  and  that  of  1915  proved  to  be  more 
nnprofitable  than  heretofore.  But  139  whales,  consisting  of  115  fin- 
backs, 5  humpbacks,  and  19  potheads,  were  taken.  These  turned  out 
111,3()7  g'aUons  of  oil,  181  tons  of  bone,  and  157  tons  of  guano,  as 
compared  with  1(51  whales,  150,146  gallons  of  oil,  80  tons  of  bone,  and 
250  tons  of  guano  for  1914,  and  as  against  584  whales,  410,831  gallons 
of  oil,  018  tons  of  bone,  and  559  tons  of  guano  for  1910. 

The  exports  in  1914-15  consisted  of  580  tuns  (1  tun=306  gallons) 
of  oil,  valued  at  $."3,327,  most  of  which  went  to  England;  347  tons 
of  guano,  valued  $10,986,  all  of  which  went  to  the  United  States  and 
Canada ;  and  248  tons  of  bone,  valued  at  $0,899,  of  which  Canada 
took  236  tons. 
Forest  Products — Pulp  Wood  and  Pit  Props — Exports  of  lumher. 

Complete  information  is  not  at  present  obtainable  regarding  the 
output  of  forest  products  for  1915.  The  number  of  licensed  saw- 
mills in  oj)eration  was  328,  which  cut  083,275  logs  into  lumber  con- 
sisting mostly  of  spruce  boards,  scantling,  staves,  heading,  shingles, 
and  laths,  totaling  19,058.975  feet  b.  m.,  valued  at  $343,437,  as  com- 
pared with  324  mdls,  958.607  logs.  23,492.201  feet,  valued  at  $360,029 
for  1914.  There  are  numerous  fishermen's  mills  in  the  country  that 
cut  logs  within  the  3-mile  limit  from  the  coast,  and  saw  them  up 
into  lumber  for  building  their  houses,  fish  sheds,  boats,  etc.;  but  no 
statistics  are  at  hand  from  which  to  state  or  give  an  estimate  of  the 
quantity  cut  and  the  value.  There  were  162.124  cords  of  pulp  wood 
cut  in  1915.  as  compared  with  125,000  coids  in  1914. 

The  Government  permitted  the  cutting  and  exportation  of  pit 
props  in  1915.  This  gave  much-needed  employment  to  manv  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  it  is  estimated  they  earned  in  wages  about  $450,000. 
The  Crown  lands  office  reports  an  estimated  cut  of  180,000  cords  for 
the  .year,  of  which  69,454  cords  valued  at  $373,682  were  exported,  all 
of  which  went  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  lack  of  vessels  prevented 
the  balance  of  the  cut  being  exported.  The  total  estimated  valuation 
of  the  1915  cut  of  pulp  wood  and  pit  props  is  put  at  $1,710,000. 

There  were  exported  dui-ing  the  fiscal  year  1914-15,  663.000  spruce 
laths  valued  at  $1,400,  all  for  the  United  States;  and  66,000  feet  of 
lumber  valued  at  $1,166,  destined  for  the  United  Kingdom,  Canada, 
and  St.  Pierre,  as  against  1.380.000  laths  valued  at  $3,792,  of  which 
1.373,000  went  to  the  United  States  and  7,000  to  Canada,  and  4.269,- 
000  feet  of  lumber  valued  at  $106,620  destined  to  the  United  States, 
Argentina,  Canada,  and  St.  Pierre,  of  which  Argentina  took  3,950,- 
000  feet. 

Mineral  Production. 

The  Government  geologist  estimates  the  iron-ore  dei")osits  in  New- 
foundland at  3,035,500,000  tons.  On  Belle  Isle,  Conception  Bay, 
alone,  the  estimated  deposit  of  this  ore  is  put  at  35.000,000  tons,  and 
more.  Aside  from  this,  the  two  Canadian  companies  working  these 
deposits  are  holders  of  large  submarine  areas  running  out  from  the 
Island  under  the  bay.  One  of  the  companies  has  driven  out  under 
the  water  to  a  distance  of  4  miles  or  more,  and  1,000  feet  from  the 
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siirfnco,  :iiul  lias  bot'ii   rewarded   by  securiii<:;  a   richei-   or  superior 
<i;rade  of  ore. 

The  total  ore  mined  and  exported  since  the  comnieneement  of  op- 
erations in  18i)5  to  date  is  estimated  at  15,000,000  tons,  all  of  which 
j)revious  to  (he  Avar  went  to  the  United  States,  United  Kinfjdom. 
Canada,  the  Netherlands,  and  Germany.  Since  the  outbieak  of  the 
war  none  has  p:one  to  Germany,  and  but  little  to  the  United  States, 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  Netherlands;  Canada  has  taken  the 
major  portion,  some  of  which  is  being  utilized  for  munition  purposes. 
The  ojierations  of  the  two  companies  during  1915  were  not  up  to 
1014,  due  mainly  to  lack  of  transportation  facilities.  There  were 
about  1,500  men  emploj'ed,  and  about  7:25,000  tons  of  ore  were  mined. 

Exports  of  Iron  Ore — Increased  Output  of  Copper. 

The  Newfoundland  exports  of  iron  ore  for  the  fiscal  year  1914-15 
totaled  511,990  tons,  of  which  the  United  States  took  17.500  tons: 
Canada,  383,2(50  tons;  the  Netherlands,^ 41,300  tons;  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  09.930  tons;  as  against  1,245,797  tons  for  1913-14,  of  which 
the  Ignited  States  took  170,590  tons;  Canada,  785,245  tons;  the 
Netherlands,  122.332  tons;  Germany,  61,790  tons;  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  115,840  tons. 

Newfoundland  is  rich  in  copper  ores.  The  percentage  of  metallic 
copper  contained  in  the  ores  varies  considerably,  running  from  4  to 
30  ])er  cent.  Of  late  years  but  little  has  been  done  in  copper  mining, 
and  not  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  was  there  much  interest 
manifested.  The  total  production  of  this  ore  during  1915  amounted 
to  about  15,000  tons,  of  which  12,150  tons,  woi'th  $151,372,  went  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  balance  to  England,  as  against  about  2.000 
tons,  valued  at  $15,000.  all  of  which  went  to  the  United  States,  during 
1914. 

Activity  in  Manufacturing  Establishments. 

There  was  a  ])erceptible  increase  in  activity  among  all  the  manu- 
facturing establishments  during  1915,  especially  so  with  the  clothing, 
knitting,  and  boot  and  shoe  factories,  brought  about  by  orders  from 
the  Government  for  supplying  clothing  to  the  volunteers  of  the 
Newfoundland  regiment. 

There  were  engaged  in  the  paper  and  pulp  mills  about  2.200  men: 
and  55,3G2  tons  of  news-print  paper,  183  tons  of  sulphite  i)aper,  09 
tons  of  sheathing  paper,  and  10,920  tons  of  pressed  ground  wood 
were  manufactured  in  1915,  as  against  2,000  men  emi)loyed  and 
50,424  tons  of  news  print,  305  tons  of  sulphite,  44  tons  of  sheathing, 
and  42,710  tons  of  pressed  ground  Avood  for  1914.  (See  report  on 
l)aper  market  conditions  in  Newfoundland  published  in  CoMMERri: 
Rki>orts  for  Apr.  11,  1910.) 

The  Colonial  Cordage  Co.,  occupying  a  building  1.250  feet  long  and 
250  feet  wide  that  contains  machinery  valued  at  $100,000,  in  1915  had 
an  output  consisting  of  cordage,  lines,  twines,  and  nets  that  Avas 
valued  at  $350,000,  which  exceeded  that  of  1914.  The  lu-oducts  of 
this  factory  are  mainly  for  local  consumjition. 

There  were  increased  manufactures  of  paints,  varnishes,  oil  cloth- 
ing, outer  and  inner  clothing,  soajis,  confectionery,  shii)''s  bread,  etc., 
all  factories  working  to  the  full  extent  of  their  ability. 
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At  the  close  of  1915  there  were  in  St.  John's  about  50  factories 
employing  7,'200  operatives,  males  and  females,  and  250  salaried  offi- 
cials, aggregating  in  salaries  and  wages  at  least  $3,000,000  for  the 
year.  The  capital  invested  in  these  factories  is  estimated  at 
$18,000,000. 

Noticeable  progress  was  made  during  1915  in  railway  extension, 
harbor  and  wharfage  improvements,  shipbuilding,  and  extension 
in  telegraphic  and  telephonic  communications  and  erection  of  electric 
lighting  systems  throughout  the  Colony — all  of  which  demonstrates 
conclusively  that  Newfoundland  witnessed  a  prosperous  yenv  consid- 
ering adverse  conditions  brought  about  by  the  war. 
Foreign  Trade — Sources  of  Imports. 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Newfoundland  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30.  1915,  was  $25,487,660,  as  against  $30,316,194 
for  the  preceding  vear.  The  imports  decreased  from  $15,181,651  in 
1914  to  $12,350,786  in  1915,  and  the  exports  from  $15,134,543  to 
$13,136,880,  respectively. 

The  distribution  of  the  total  imports  for  1913-14  and  1914-15,  by 
countries  of  origin,  were  as  follows: 


Countries  of  origin. 


1914-15 


United  States 

Austria. 

Arrentina 

BeU'ium 

British  West  Indies 

Sl?^;;::::::::;:; 

Denmark 

France 

Foreipn  West  Indies. 

Germany 

Greece..' 

Netherlands 


Countries  of  origin. 


India 

Italy 

Norway 

Portugal 

Spain 

St.  Pierre 

Sweden 

Sv.itzerland. ...... 

United  Kin-dom.. 
All  other  countries. 


1913-14 


rc,  066 

8.39 

fi,  94.S 

19,970 

113,. ^1 

10,  ,>i5 

10,593 

r,,(WS 

,826,329 

91S 


191 M5 


S12,?76 

r.,344 

9,S42 

9,  ?95 

f:'i.?V) 

20, lOl 

11,012 

1,:J8j 

2,311,945 

1.710 


Total 15,181,651    12,350,786 


Increasing  Popularity  of  American  Goods. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  United  States 
still  continues  to  lead  all  other  countries  in  goods  supplied*,  but  for 
the  fiscal  year  1914-15  its  shipments  to  Newfoundland  .siiow  a  de- 
crease of  $853,154,  as  compared  with  1913-14.  During  the  same 
period  imports  from  Canada  decreased  $351,220,  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  and  those  from  the  United  Kingdom  showed  a 
falling  oflF  of  $1,514,584.  Figures  are  not  obtainable  at  present  to 
give  a  comparison  between  the  calendar  years  of  1914  and  1915,  but 
it  is  learned  that  the  imports  in  many  lines  of  goods  during  the  last 
half  of  1915  had  resumed  their  normal  proportions,  and  that  those 
from  the  United  States  had  greatly  increased  in  compari.son  with 
the  last  half  of  1914,  American  goods  being  substituted  to  a  large 
extent  for  those  imported  previous  to  the  war  from  the  United  King- 
dom and  European  countries.  The  Newfoundland  market  is  now 
favorable  to  American  goods  of  all  kinds,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
ability of  European  houses  to  supply  the  demand,  in  conjunction 
■with  inefficient  transportation  facilities.  Mercantile  houses  through- 
out the  colony  are  stocking  with  American  lines,  and  almo.tt  daily 
the  consulate  is  visited  by  merchants  and  commission  agents  seeking 
the  names  and  addresses  of  United  States  manufacturers  and  ex- 
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portiiiix  houses  to  uliom  lists  have  been  given,  resulting  in  iniiny  in- 
stances in  large  orders  amounting  to  several  thousands  of  dollars. 

[For  possibilities  for  increased  American  exports  to  the  island,  see 
report  on  connuercial  conditions  in  Newfoundland,  published  in  Com- 
MEKCE  Hepokts  for  May  8,  191G.] 
Principal  Articles  Imported. 

Among  the  principal  imports  into  Newfoundland  during  the  fiscal 
years  ended  June  30.  1914  and  1915,  were  the  following,  showing 
quantity  (when  pcssible)  and  value: 


Articles. 


Agricultural  implements — 

Animals,  live mimher. 

Apples  green 1  arrets. 

bacon,  ham,  etc pounds. 

Leans ...do 

Lecf  salted barrejs. 

Butter pounds. 

Cheese do... 

Coal tons. 

Cocoa  and  chocolate pomids. 

Contect  iouer  y a" 

Cordage do. . . 

Cottonseed  and  oleo  oils 

Cottons,  woolens,  silks,  linens,  and  apparel 

j;g^^  dozen. 

Flom:^!!iy.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.\ barrels. 

Fniits,  dried poimds. 

Hardware,  iron,  and  railway  material 

Jams,  jellies,  etc pounds. 

Leather  and  leather  goods 

Lines  and  twines ■-. 

Meats  and  poultry,  fresh pounds. 

Machinery ,  mining 

Motor  engines •  • 

Molasses gallons. 

oats bushels. 

Oilcake  and  cattle  feed 

Oils: 

Gasoline gallons. 

Kerosene ^^"' 

Lubrfcating do  . . 

rea.s,  dried pounds. 

I'orV,  salt larrels. 

rotaloes bu.shels. 

Rice poimds. 

Salt tons. 

Soap,  laundry .pounds. 

Sugar himdredweight . 

Tea poimds. 

Tobacco,  manufactured  and  leaf do. . . 

Wines  and  spirits gallons . 


1913-14 


Quantity.        Value.        Quantity.        Value 


4,716 
19,123 
707,364 
1,510,610 
35,381 
660, 400 
504,910 
301,183 
104,726 
44^,772 
379, 325 


44,722 

375, 729 

1,781,169 


133,545 


1,130,052 


1,001,470 
498, 843 


2.56,418 
1,542,490 

98,038 
890, 893 

34,698 
146,874 
98H,  099 

52, 321 
970, 866 
118,409 
1,063,621 
084,175 
127,515 


1914-15 


?21 , 757 
175, 276 

58,6,56 
110,878 

39,780 
C52, 642 
177,497 

70,2tU 
1,066,762 

18,  .538 

83,018 

37,528 

194,562 

1,852,968 

13,. 579 

1,823,551 

109,141 

l,6.-?o  981 

11,677 
487,4-20 
105,184 
114,464 
238,741 
177,800 
2'^8,949 
215,644 
151,426 

63,162 

182,294 

36,709 

22,627 

753,309 

75, 177 

23,801 

125,074 

49, 792 

395, 899 

224,382 

157,423 

124,064 


3,020 

20,765 

504,786 

1,027,348 

26,075 

577,(00 

314,080 

254,583 

67,634 

276,  (iSg 

200,369 


39, 626 

374,107 

1,419,379 


57,656 
'987,'676 


899,216 
382,218 


270,142 
1,453,314 

93,949 
785,699 

32,658 
149,523 
390, 103 

43,700 
881,511 

74,623 
984,000 
487,223 

64,920 


$11,311 

103,76.-) 

41,481 

77,044 

31,082 

465,940 

168,145 

48,733 

S'lO.lSl 

12,176 

55, S2J 

18,591 

185,9.>< 

1,079,967 

11,600 

2, 168, 579 

87,04-» 

§85,033 

5, 446 

368,688 

84,774 

110,369 

66,697 

96,011 

218,282 

218,342 

152,979 

50,92) 
165,6,55 

37,79;) 

29,956 
042,911 

60,700 

10,976 
112,4^5 

49,432 
373, 0!C) 
2f)5, 731 
115,999 

60,<>3r> 


Destination  of  Exports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  Newfoundland's  exports, 
by  countries  of  destination,  in  1913-14  and  1914-15: 


Countries. 


1913-14 


United  States 

Au-'tralia 

Hrazil 

British  West  Indies.. 

Caiiada , 

Colombia 

Denmark 

France 

Foreign  West  Indies. 

(ierniany 

Greece 


1914-15 


51,679,362 
"  476 

487 

;«i 

809 
023 
348 
972 
232 
3 
662 


C,' 

3, 240, ' 

626, 

1,971, 

4, 

7, 

1, 

71, 

193, 

403, 


SI, 537, 385 
■  755 
SU 
68 
663 
809 
500 
581 
922 
264 
346, 799 


2, 819, ^ 

.W3, ' 

1,394, 

19, 

1, 

3, 

13, 


Coimtries. 


1913-14 


Itaiv J1,0S7, 

18, 

16, 

176 

1,  260 


Madeira. 

Malta 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Spain 

St.  I'ierre. 

United  Kingdom.. 
All  other  countries. 


3, 2.Vi 
114 


Total 15,134,543 

I 


1914-15 


5807,029 

6, 75.'i 

9, 169 

45, 4.30 

1,023,798 

1,269,030 

10,684 

3,196,35;} 

1,925 


13,136,830 
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Articles  Exported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
articles  exported  from  Newfoundland  in  1913-14  and  1914-15 : 


Articles. 


Fish: 

Cod,  dry quintals  a .  - 

Uerrine— 

Tickled barrels. . 

IJiiIk do.... 

Finzon do 

S.ilmon,  pickled tierces  b . . 

Lobsters,  canned cases  f . . 

Fish  oils: 
Cod- 
Refined  gallons. . 

Other tiinsd.. 

Sell do.... 

Whale do 

Lumber feet . . 

Ore: 

Copper tons. . 

Iron do 

Paper do 

Pulp  wood do 


1913-14 


Quantity.        Value 


1,247,314 


4,209, 

13, 

1,24-, 

40, 

51, 


58, 071,889 

319,532 
03, 901 
80,113 
101,498 
347,911 


17,010 
380,  S2.5 
409, 000 

89, 402 

100,  o;o 


60, 707 
370, 37S 
79.5, 488 
372, 070 


Quantity.        Value 


1,094,242 

87,  S40 
40,349 
13, 247 
4,.M4 
6.022 


47,170 

4, 810 

2,903 

."^80 

CO, 000 

3, 2.^0 

511,990 

40,  Bre 

48,451 


$7,3.32,287 

414,278 
90,425 
40,  :ioo 
74,910 
92,228 


35,837 
431,709 
292,.";  1 3 

53,  .327 
1,100 

39,000 

503,  [>'9 

1,817.193 

379,220 


o  0'untal=112pon"ds. 
b  Tierce=300pound3. 


c  Case  of  48  one-pound  cans. 
(JTun=  300  gallons. 


Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

Declared  exports  from  the  St.  John's  consular  district,  which  in- 
cludes the  consular  agency  at  Curling,  Bay  of  Islands,  totaled 
$1,742,068  in  value  in  the  calendar  3'ear  1915,  as  against  $1,509,121  in 
the  i)rcceding  year. 

The  declared  value  of  tlie  i^rincipal  articles  invoiced  at  the  con- 
sulate at  St.  John's  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during  the 
two  calendar  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Berries,  fox  or  1  ingon 

Cot t on  clippings 

Fish: 

Cod, drv, salt, green, in  bulk. 

Haddock 

Herring,  pickled,  salted 

Hake  sounds,  dry 

Lobsters,  canned 

Salmon,  canned  and  pickled. 

Trout,  frozen 

All  other 

Fish  oils: 

Cod- 
Crude 

Liver 

Seal 

Furs,  raw 

Glycerin 


1914 


817,000 


101,271 


51,2:^5 
2,112 
5,093 

388 
6,704 

143 


348,778 
10,677 
189, 495 
142,008 


1915 


$21,143 
772 

53,601 
1.940 
101,011 
1.0?3 
12, 105 
2, 4<5 
3,946 
45 


401, 790 
74, 830 

4,833 
107,  .504 

1,133 


Articles. 


Guano,  fish 

Household  goods 

Junk  Cold  nietal,  etc.) 

Leather,  dry,  split 

Minerals: 

Ferromanganese 

Copper  pyrites 

Iron  ore 

Natural  liLstory  specimens. 

Pebbles,  flint 

Port  wine 

Sealskins,  raw 

Wood: 

Laths,  spruce 

Pressed,  ground,  pulp. 
All  other  articles 


1914 


S9,7S5 
1,909 

10,781 
4,713 

279 


104, 288 

658 

16,003 

4.58 

233,519 

19,990 
19, 528 
17,  .384 


Total 1,280,811     988,123 


1915 


151,. 373 


1,753 


444 

107, 203 


74, 173 


There  were  no  exports  to  the  Philippines  or  Hawaii.  Fish,  valued 
at  $7,857,  as  against  $24,571  in  1914,  was  the  only  item  shii)ped  to 
Porto  Rico.  Ivcturned  American  goods  amounted  to  $40,952,  as 
compared  with  $42,(>()9  the  preceding  j'ear. 
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Declared  Exports  from  Curling. 

The  i'ollowiiii;  tiiMo  '/ivvh  the  value  of  exports  invoiced  through 
the  consuhu-  ii«rerK-v  at  Curling  to  the  United  States  during  1914 
and  1U15 : 


Articles. 

1814 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Flsheric-.  products  of: 

S1G4 
4sn  F,in 

Fisheries,  products  of— Con. 
Oil,  cod 

J570 

3(i0 

1,614 

12,773 

Codfs'i— 

(ireeii,  salt 

Drv  <53lt 

$114  943 

Silmon,  salt 

2,h01 
422 

2S  oHl           7.S.4.1fi 

Furs,  riiw 

G,  140 

Halibut  salt 

1,009 

All  other  articles 

1,394 

1,328 

Total 

9,. SCO           29.299 

228,310 

754,545 

I'icklcd 

30,  2J«.) 
30,963 
10,386 

49, 4(i9 
100, 9S8 
54,170 

« 

Salted,  in  bulk 

"  Scotch  cured  " 

American  goods  returned  from  Curling  in  1915  amounted  to  $1.0-47 ; 
no  gcods  were  returned  in  1914.  No  invoices  were  consulated  at 
Curling  for  shipment  to  the  insular  ^Dossessions  of  the  United  State.s. 

It  will  be  observed  that  by  combining  the  exports  from  the  two 
consular  offices  the  total  increase  amoimted  to  $222.1  (56.  due  to  better 
prices  in  the  United  States.  The  decrease  of  $80"), 119  in  exports 
from  St.  John's,  an  increase  of  $527,282  from  Curling,  are  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  certain  individuals  or  firms  formerly  having 
invoices  consulated  at  the  principal  office,  St.  John's,  and  at  the  con- 
sulate at  Sydney,  Nova  Scotia,  had  them  consulated  at  the  consular 
agency  at  Curling;  and  by  the  taking  out  of  invoices  by  masters  of 
American  fishing  vessels,  who,  previous  to  the  changing  of  the  United 
States  customs  tariff  putting  li.sh  on  the  free  list,  did  not  take  out 
these  documents  to  any  great  extent. 
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